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SELF
REGULATION 

12 children &

their parents

benefited 

If you haven't been affected
by the disaster, donate your

time to organizations such as
the Red Cross, or even your
local church and help the
relief operation process.

YOUR TIME NEW

170 children 

 105 adults 

103 ongoing 

ASSESSMENTS 

Improved

social skills for

57 children 
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 12 clients better

managing ADHD
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"Provided the
opportunity
to talk about
anything &
everything
ADHD"
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 impact 

100%
Reported a

Positive Experience 

Increased knowledge about their child's
learning &  attention strengths & challenges 

Emotions 

Behaviours 

Thoughts 
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for managing : 
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Did You Know?
30% of families of children with learning 
disabilities in Canada need services, but cannot 
afford them?

(PACFOLD, 2007)

Success Stories 

When Marah first came to Canada she was filled 
with hope for a better life.  When her daughter Ada 
was born she was excited about a bright future. Ada 
started school and it soon became clear that she 
had some struggles with learning and attention. The 
challenges did not seem severe and Ada did not have 
any behavioral issues at school.

However, Marah saw her struggling every day, resulting 
in academic and emotional frustrations for Ada.  Ada’s 
learning issues really came to light once she was in 
junior high.  Wanting her daughter to have success in 
high school, Marah sought out the services of CanLearn.

Part of what brought Marah and Ada to CanLearn is 
our Financial Assistance program (FA).  Marah was now 
a single mom and with no health benefits. She would 
have struggled to pay for assessment services. Marah 
waited for 6 months, calling regularly to see where Ada 
was on our waitlist.

An assessment identified Ada’s learning strengths 
and it also determined that a learning disability 
contributed to her struggles. The information received 
through the assessment enabled Ada to receive the 
accommodations and supports that she needed in high 
school.

Ada is now better able to understand and manage 
her challenges and has learned to ask for the help she 
needs at school. Ada is also aware that she will be able 
to access support and accommodations if she chooses 
to pursue further education after high school. 

Both Marah and Ada expressed their gratitude to 
CanLearn for giving them hope, support and strategies 
to help with success at school and in life experiences 
still to come.

FA
$125,000

raised to change 
the lives of  76 

clients 

CanLearn raises funds to provide affordable clinical services 
through our Financial Assistance (FA) program.



31 early
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112 families
served
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22 adults
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from group &
individual
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Inspired to Learn 

Literacy Impacts



Success Stories 
Nguissaly Sylla (Sally) is a learner who 
demonstrates how improving foundational skills 
can change your life.

Sally came from Senegal in 2009. When Sally 
arrived she did not speak any English, making it 
hard to cope with the tasks of everyday life. Her 
husband worked long hours so she felt lonely and 
isolated, and she missed her family back home. On 
top of this, her immigration status kept her from 
enrolling in courses. In 2013 the immigration issues 
were dealt with and the door to learning opened.

Sally’s learning journey started with LINC courses, 
and then high school upgrading. Like many things 
in life, a learning journey is never smooth.  There 
are always bumps in the road. In Sally’s case, the 
bump was a Biology 10 course. The bump started 
resembling Mount Everest when her learning 
difficulties became intertwined with trying to make 
ends meet.

It was at this point that Sally enrolled in CanLearn’s 
Taking Charge program. Taking Charge 
aims to help adult learners develop their self-
determination, attitudes, and knowledge while 
building their basic literacy skills. The program is 
delivered in small groups and individually.

Sally took part in both components of the program. 
Through the one-on-one support of a retired 
teacher, Sally was able to successfully  complete 
her Biology 10 course. Sally also learned how to 
build a resume and started to look for employment. 

Sally has strengthened her confidence, found a job 
and built the skills that she needed to continue 
pursuing her education. She is following her dream 
of having a career in health care. 

Taking Charge
changed the 
lives of  22 

learners. 

Sally 

PGI Learner Award 
Winner 

“This has been a wonderful experience for me and 
my family. It has opened up many doors for me, not 
only on the outside, but also within me. I encourage 
anyone I know, young or old, not to be afraid to learn." 

Sally

We were so pleased to be able to present the 2016 PGI 
Learner Award to Sally for her achievements.



Chair and CEO Message
The passage of time in an organization is 
generally marked in years but experienced and 
remembered in special moments. In looking back 
over the past year, CanLearn has much to celebrate 
and many successes to share.  We launched ADHD 
Coaching, Taking Charge adult literacy program, 
and played a key role in the establishment of the 
LD and ADHD network. Innovative planning, strong 
leadership and partnerships contributed to our 
success. We successfully transitioned our PGI event 
and benefited from new and growing grants. All 
of this has occurred in the midst of a troubling 
economic downturn which has increased demand 
for our services while presenting challenges to the 
financial operations of CanLearn. 

These accomplishments reflect the caring 
dedication and hard work of many different hands 
and helping hearts. 

Gerry Meek: Chair
Jeff Peterson: Vice Chair
Danny Chiarastella: Treasurer

Directors
Antara Keelor 
Christin Elawny
Diane Rennie
Helen Squance
Jade Lee
Jenny De Guia
Jillian McDonald
Lisa Petermann 
Milly Mocodean
Sabrina Gilani

Board 

 1500+

Board member 
volunteer hours 

We would especially like to thank our incredible staff, 
volunteers, board members, funders and sponsors for 
the difference that they have made to help us unlock 
potential so all can learn.

Thanks Gerry Meek for three years of wisdom, strong 
leadership and laughs as Board Chair.

Gerry Meek, Board Chair Krista Poole, CEO



Finances
Statement of Financial Position 2016 2015
Assests Current 388,397 361,003
Liabilities 307,388 330,731
Net Assets

Invested in property and equipment 5,922 15,268
Endowment fund 347,854 355,735
Internally restricted funds 80,000 50,000
Unrestricted 16,695 3,945

450,471 424,948
Total Net Assest and Liabilites 757,859 755,679
REVENUE

Fees for service and clinical program funding 603,929 626,741
Family Literacy programs 329,550 264,345
Special projects 76,989 116,552
Fundraising,Events, Doantions 171,209 232,508
Capacity building 70,450 62,500
Casino 90,621 40,000
Investments and Other  36,625 35,538
Amortization of deferred contributions related to property 
and equipment 7,987 9,720

Total 1,387,360 1,387,904
EXPENSES

Salaries,wages, sub-contractors 1,047,440 925,336
Gifts in Kind & Fundraising 66,445 130,021
Projects 50,355 81,988
Office Administration 176,383 179,127
Amortization 17,333 21,357

Total 1,357,956 1,337,829

Excess of Revenue Over Expense 29,404                                        50,075                                        

100, 1117 Macleod Trail SE  Calgary, Alberta  T2G 2M8

This information has been summarized from the 2015/16 audited financial statement. For a complete copy, contact the CanLearn Society.



Thank you
to our many
donors and 

sponsors

Our Major Donors

For a complete list of all our donors and sponsors
 please visit: www.canlearnsociety.ca/donors

$5,000+
The Calgary Foundation 

Canada-Alberta Job Grant
Kinder Morgan Foundation

Plewes Family 
Rotary Club of Calgary West

$10,000+
Aqueduct Foundation

Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 
Foundation 

Burns Memorial Fund 
Qualico Communities
Scotiabank Marathon

$20,000+
Calgary Learns

Canada Post Community Foundation
Children’s Hospital Aid Society 

Literacy Alberta 
Kinsmen Club of Calgary
Social Venture Partners

$50,000+
Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation
Alberta Gaming & Liquor Commission 

Government of Alberta 
Prosser Charitable Foundation

$100,000+
Anonymous Donor

FCSS - City of Calgary

$1,500+
Bow Valley College

Calgary Foundation Williams Braun Family Fund
Cathy and Barry Dorin
J + J SHARED SERVICES 

MEG Energy Corp.
Peace Hills Insurance

Peter Gzowski Foundation for Literacy 
Repsol Oil & Gas Canada Inc.

Rotary Club of Calgary Centennial
Rotary Club of Calgary East

Rotary Club of Calgary South
TD Canada Trust

Thomas J. Ranaghan Foundation

Thank You
Leadership Circle Members

Danny Chiarastella
Christin Elawny

Barb Fallis
Jillian McDonald

Greg Michaud
Jeff Peterson
Diane Rennie

Robert and Pamella Simpson
Helen Squance


